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ism ' which Caro would substitute for French sensationalism, the persistence 
of which in France is accounted for (according to Caro) by the corrupt state 
of French society ! ' * Italian Amateur Philosophers of the Nineteenth 
Century " is a more or less facetious examination of the philosophizing 
of several laymen of distinction. In the last essay, "On Psychopath- 
ology, " Spaventa assumes a substantial soul and attempts to make the de- 
pendence of psychical changes upon physical changes intelligible on the 
principles of interaction in general. 



E. E. Powell. 



Miami University. 



Sociological Papers. By Francis Galton, E. Westermarck, P. Ged- 
des, E. Durkheim, Harold H. Mann, and V. V. Branford. 
London, Macmillan & Co., 1905. — pp. xviii, 292. 

This volume is the first publication of the recently organized Sociological 
Society in Great Britain. It is a collection of miscellaneous material, con- 
sisting for the most part of papers or abstracts of papers read at the meetings 
of the society, together with the discussions, written communications, and 
pertinent press comments called forth by the papers. The editors have 
endeavored to impress upon the contents of the volume some sort of unity 
by suggesting that the discussions may perhaps be grouped under three 
main heads as follows : (1) "The History and Methodology of Sociology," 

— represented by papers ' ' On the Origin and Use of the Word Sociology, ' ' 
by Mr. V. V. Branford, ' ' On the Relation of Sociology to the Social 
Sciences and to Philosophy," by Professor E. Durkheim and by Mr. Bran- 
ford, and on " Sociology and the Social Sciences," by Professor Durkheim 
and M. E. Fauconnet ; (2) " Pioneer Researches in Borderland Problems," 

— represented by papers on ' ' The Position of Woman in Early Civiliza- 
tion," by Dr. E. Westermarck, and on " Life in an Agricultural Village in 
England," by Mr. Harold H. Mann ; (3) "Applied Sociology," — repre- 
sented by papers on "Eugenics: Its Definition, Scope, and Aims," by 
Francis Galton, and on "Civics: As Applied Sociology," by Professor 
Patrick Geddes. 

As a whole, this book is perhaps expository and illustrative of the Nature 
and Method of Sociology. In regard to the central subjects, however, it 
presents no distinct and consistent point of view. The most that can be 
said in this connection is that throughout the leading papers there run 
certain persistent undertones. Among these may be distinguished : (1) a 
general admission of the relative backwardness in England of frank recog- 
nition of sociology as a science and of provision and support for sociolog- 
ical investigation and teaching recognized as such ; (2) the expression of 
the need for conscious cooperative effort among the students of the various 
sociological specialisms ; (3) the conception of sociology as a science with 
a three-fold purpose, — the presentation of a scientific account of the social 
facts of the present, an explanation of the social present in terms of genesis 
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and process, and a forecast of the future ; (4) a voicing of the notion that 
one of the main purposes of sociological study is to furnish adequate 
guidance for social ameliorative effort. 

The heterogeneous and somewhat informal contents of this volume do not 
prevent it from being a contribution of distinct worth to sociological litera- 
ture. The student of applied sociology will find the paper by Professor Ged- 
des on " Civics," and that by Mr. Mann on " Life in an Agricultural Vil- 
lage, " to be especially suggestive and stimulating. On the whole, however, 
the most valuable portion of the work probably consists in the discussions 
and written communications in connection with the papers on the Value and 
Method of Sociology. Here the student will find the quintessence of the 
thought regarding these fundamental questions of many eminent specialists 
in many lines of research. It would be interesting, did not the limits of 
this notice forbid, to contrast the diverse opinions expressed by such 
authorities as Paul Barth, Marcel Bernes, James Bryce, Professor Cosentini, 
Alfred Fouillee, Professor Koralerski, Achille Loria, J. S. Nicholson, Pro- 
fessor Sorley, Dr. S. R. Steinmetz, Dr. Rene Worms, and many others of 
equal rank who contribute to the discussions. The mere mention, however, 
of these names is sufficient to indicate the wealth of suggestive thought 
which is here placed before the student of sociology. 

It is to be regretted that a book which in so many respects is praise- 
worthy should suffer for an unnecessary lack of coherence in the arrange- 
ment of its contents and from careless proof-reading. 

R. F. Hoxie. 



Socialistes et sociologues. Par J. Bourdeau. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1905. — 
pp. 196. 

The single purpose of this book seems to be to show the errors and weak- 
nesses, theoretical, practical, and personal, of the socialists. Superficially 
the volume has the appearance of a scientific work, though hardly a sys- 
tematic one. As the discussion goes forward under the main heads, 
" Questions de sociologie," ** Theoriciens socialistes " and " Le socialisme 
en action," it is the natural supposition of the reader that the author intends 
to offer a criticism of socialistic theory on the basis of a study of sociological 
fundamentals. This apparently is M. Bourdeau' s aim, but it is hardly 
realized. As a matter of fact the book consists of a series of practically 
disconnected essays, in the main popular and polemical though not alto- 
gether unscientific. 

The author's positive view-point as expressed in the volume is sufficiently 
indicated by the following quotations : 

*' A travels l'histoire, comme a travers l'histoire naturelle, les individus 
et les groupes, les classes sociales comme les especes animates, se trouvent 
en lutte, en concurrence perpetuelle ; chaque groupe, chaque classe est 
menee par une elite, . . . qui comprende les mieux adaptes, les plus ener- 



